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(15) Yama then explained to him that Fire Sacrifice,
the source of the worlds, what bricks are required for the
altar, how many, and how they are to be placed; and
Nachiketas repeated back (to the teacher) all as explained.
Then Yama being pleased with him said again.
This can be considered as a stanza repeated by
Rishi Kathaka or Sruthi Bhagavathi Herself.
Even in this scrappy and skeletonal draft of
a story, Mother Sruthi exhibits a perfection of touch
and a delicacy of stroke in her art. She not only
labours to throw as much colour as possible in the
character of the hero but she pauses, now and then,
to brighten up the story with sure touches of emotion
to paint true life.
It is a natural instinct with every school-master
to feel extremely happy towards that student who is
smart at grasping the lessons at the very first hearing*
Not only is this a compliment to the master himself
but at the same time the teacher feels a satisfaction and
fulfilment.
Lord Death had explained to his disciple the
ritual in all its details; but since this is Gyana Khanda
the details of this ritual are only mentioned in their
broadest outline and hinted at by a mere enumeration
of its sub-headings.
Strictly following the ancient method of teach-
ing, here aJso Lord Death asks the taught to repeat
Hie tesson at the end of the instruction. Nachiketas
stood the test well and repeated in all details the entire